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Write a Scots Monologue

01 A monologue in Scots can be a powerful piece of writing. Most Scots is
spoken, not written, so reflecting the spoken voice of a Scots speaking
character is something all Scots writers should explore. The natural Scots
speaking voice has been used by poets, dramatists and screenwriters to
great effect.

A monologue is one person speaking to an audience or to themselves. It
should be in the first person singular. In Scots, this is traditionally written I
or Ah.

A good monologue will be one that shows the person or character thinking
out loud.

The character can express more than one emotion or a mix of emotions in
the same monologue, for example, anger, happiness, sadness, fear.

There can be changes of pace in a monologue. A character can for example
begin hesitantly, grow in confidence, pause, become nervous and talk
quickly.

A memorable final line is a strong way to end a monologue, especially a
short monologue.

02 Reading and listening to monologues will show you how other writers
have written the voice of someone speaking.

Read and listen to William Letford’s This Is It.

This Is It
by William Letford

Skint, baw ragged, poackets ful eh ma

fingers, cannae afford tae burn toast an

it’s November. Christmas is close. Av been

away bit noo am back an ivery coarner

is a different colour cause am hame an

memories ur painted wae mischief. Am
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outside Gregs eatin a macaroni pie an a

busker picks up eez guitar an plugs in eez

amplifier. The sound fae the strings is

like frost. Eez young an the dreams thit

wur boarn in eez bedroom wake me up.

Am watchin people passin an they know

thit eez good bit they don’t want tae look.

They turn thur heeds an tilt thur ears

an jog on. If a hud a spare pound

a wid throw it bit a don’t so a jist listen.

I’d like tae tell um thit this is it, this is

where the hammer hits the stane an sparks

ur made, standin oan a corner in yur hame

toon, an audience eh one radge eatin a

macaroni pie, bit singin, wee man, yur singin.

You can watch the film of This Is It at:
www.scotshooseyaldi.com Secondary/Poems/William Letford.

03 For another example of a monologue, read and listen to Cat Cochrane’s
poem The World’s Yer Lobster.

The World’s Yer Lobster

by Cat Cochrane

So whit noo,

efter the thrill ae graduation

and aw ma exams done and dusted?
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Ma Gramps says the world’s ma lobster

—but the hing is, am no ready tae leave school,

why wid ah want tae?

Ah mean, it’s right roon the coarner

fae ma hoose and it’s no been

a worst state ae affairs fallin ootae bed

intae reggie class fur the past six year

Me and Gramps, wurr like pinkies roon a wishbone,

says am full ae East End promise

and noo is ma time tae take part in the world,

tae make ma big mark

He tries tae keep me

oan the straight and narra,

says at least nooadays they dinnae look

at yer surname and the school ye went tae

before knockin ye back fur a joab

Ah mean, am sound as a pound

wae a good hert

—Ah wid employ me if Ah wis me

but am at a crossroads,

decidin ma next move

and these hings cannae be rushed, know?

Ma bezzie wants tae go oan Love Island,

she’s goat four hunner followers oan TikTok

and hinks she’s the absolute bee’s knees
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But you and me know it takes merr

than a cute bahookie and hauf ae young Shettleston

knowin yer business tae make it oan the telly

Am roon at Gramps the day,

ma first day efter leavin school,

tells me tae leave ma phone oan the ledge

and get a t-shirt oan so the sun can see ma erms

He hauns me doon aw these wee wisdoms

and ma happiness comes fae hearin him

whistlin in the kitchen

when he’s choppin onions like a boss,

even though it does ma heid in

He’s goat his auld records oan loud

wae the windaes wide open

as if tae mark the start ae new beginnins

Ah tells him Jimmy fae the market

is lookin fur an assistant er the summer,

Jimmy wae the Fresh Fish caravan?

he smiles wae a big cheeser

There ye go, hen, Gramps says,

the world IS yer lobster

You can listen to Cat reading The World’s Yer Lobster at:
www.scotshooseyaldi.com Secondary/Poems/Cat Cochrane.

04 Now write your own monologue.

Think about who your character is.

Think about how they would speak.
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Before starting to write, ask yourself:

- what is your character talking in this way?

- what has happened or is happening to your character to make them talk
like this?

- is there a backstory that will come out in the monologue?

- what does your character want or hope will happen next?

If you need more tips on Writing a Scots Monologue or want to send your
monologue to us for feedback, you can write to info@scotshooseyaldi.com

We’d love to hear from you.
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